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avoid. Gandhiji also places greater reliance on individuals than
on groups.8 The individual can be more amenable to reason
and more alive to moral considerations than the group. Thus
a satyagrahi group may not be as non-violent and truthful as
individual satyagrahis, because the emphasis in group action
tends to shift from inner purity to external conformity, and this
tells on the potency of soul-force. That is one of the reasons
why in 1933 when Gandhiji suspended mass civil disobedience
he still permitted individual civil disobedience. In the satya-
graha movement of 1940-41 also he avoided mass civil disobe-
dience and confined himself to individual civil disobedience on
a large scale. Gandhiji does not distrust groups. "My faith in
the people is boundless. Theirs is an amazingly responsive
nature. Let not the leaders distrust. . .the people's ability to
control themselves." ". . .nothing is so easy as to train mobs
for the simple reason that they have no mind, no premedita-
tion."9 Given sincere, intelligent workers, masses could be
trained to practise mass satyagraha. But he lays great stress
on the need of faith in non-violence, adequate discipline and
efficient leadership.

Though he is duly conscious of the weakness of man as an
individual and as a member of a group, he does not look upon
man as a mere brute, naturally depraved. Sins and errors and
abuse of freedom are not man's true self. Man is above all the
soul, and so Gandhiji has unshakable faith in human nature.
Even the most brutal of men cannot disown the spiritual ele-
ment in them, that is, their potentiality for goodness. What
distinguishes man from the brute creation is the self-conscious
impulse to realize the divinity inherent in him. To quote
Gandhiji, "We were born with brute strength, but we were
born in order to realize God who dwells in us. That indeed is
the privilege of man and it distinguishes him from the brute
creation."10 "Man as animal is violent, but as spirit (he) is
non-violent. The moment he awakens to the spirit within he
cannot remain violent."11

8 r. /., I, p. 635.
*lbid., p. 320.
April 2, 1938, p. 65.
Aug. 11, 1940, p. 245.